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Tuesday, July 21, 2026

Dear parents/carers,
Free College Meals - academic year 2026 to 2027
I am writing to let you know there has been some changes to the Department for Education’s free college meals policy.
For the 2026 to 2027 academic year, the free college meal rate is £2.66 per student meal. A meal is provided on days when a student is in college over lunchtime or attends an external work placement.
Transitional protection will end on 31st July 2026. This means, even if your child has been eligible before, you must make a new application for the next academic year.
To qualify for a free college meal from September 2026, students must be either:
· Under 19 on 31 August 2026, and the student or their family receives Universal Credit; You must provide evidence of this with the Application.  
or
· 19 or over on 31 August 2026, and have an Education, Health and Care Plan.

If you would like to apply, please complete the attached application form and return it to college by Thursday 20th August. To return the completed Application please:-
· Email to Kirsty.Wright@pureinnovations.co.uk
· Send in the post to Pure College, 1B The Mailbox, 1 Exchange Street, Stockport, SK3 0GA 
· Alternatively, you can drop the Application at College on a Wednesday as the college is open for staff.
If you have any questions or need support with your application, please contact Kirsty.Wright@pureinnovations.co.uk. Or call on 0161 804 4414
All evidence provided will be returned to you with a copy stored confidentially.

Yours sincerely,
Kirsty Wright
College Administrator
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